Swiss American Historical Society Review
Volume 50

Number 1

Article 13

2-2014

Reports

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review
Part of the European History Commons, and the European Languages and Societies Commons

Recommended Citation
(2014) "Reports," Swiss American Historical Society Review: Vol. 50 : No. 1 , Article 13.
Available at: https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol50/iss1/13

This Report is brought to you for free and open access by BYU ScholarsArchive. It has been accepted for inclusion
in Swiss American Historical Society Review by an authorized editor of BYU ScholarsArchive. For more information,
please contact scholarsarchive@byu.edu, ellen_amatangelo@byu.edu.
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FIFTIETH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
I. Invitation and Agenda

SWISS-AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Washington, D .C.
You are cordially invited to attend the

FIFTIETH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
at the
Embassy of Switzerland
2900 Cathedral Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2013
PROGRAM
9:30 a.m.

Arrival and informal gathering, Coffee, Rolls

10:00 a.m.

Business Meeting

2:00 p.m.

Luncheon

30 p.m.

Jean-Fran9ois de Buren: "The Journey of Henri de Bi.iren"

2:30 p.m.

Susann Bosshard-Kaelin: "Exploring Life Paths:
On Becoming an Interview Journalist"

3:00 p.m .

Afternoon Break with Light Refreshments

3:30 p.m.

Ron Duquette, Reenactor, "Albert Gallatin Discusses
the Treaty of Ghent"

4:30 p.m.

Reception

5:00 p.m.

Departure
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FIFTIETH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
October 12, 2013, Washington, D.C.

AGENDA
1. President 's Welcome and Call to Order
2. Reading and Approval of the Minutes of the New York Annual
Meeting of 2012
3. President's Report:

Fred Gillespie

4 . Nominating Committee Report:

Rosa Schupbach

5. Membership Chair 's Report:

Ernie Thurston

6 . Treasurer's Report:

Heinz Bachmann

7. Swiss Vice President Report:

Fred Jenny

8. SAHS Review Report:

Dwight Page

9. Book Editor Report:

Albert Winkler

10. Publicity Report:

Brian Wages

J J . Old Business
J 2. New Business
13 . Announcements
14. Adjournment
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2. Reports
Minutes of the Fiftieth Business Meeting of the
Swiss-American Historical Society, Washington, D.C., October 12, 2013
Fred Gillespie called the meeting to order and gave his opening welcome and
remarks . He suggested that information be placed on the Society 's website to
answer questions . They should put questions on a bulletin board on the website . President Gillespie read a letter about Leo Schelbert. There were no plans
to do more work for Leo . Leo Schelbert, Editor Emeritus of the SAHS Review
and a major scholar on the history of Switzerland and Swiss America, was in
attendance . Dr. Schelbert announced that Mr. Gonzenbach had sent a donation
of $1 ,000 to the SAHS. The July 2013 event in Switzerland was well organized by Fred Jenny, and he gave a tour of the capital buildings of Switzerland
located in Bern . The minutes for the annual meeting in New York in October
2012 were placed in the February 20 l 3 issue of the Review. The minutes were
approved unanimously.
Rosa Schupbach stated that the meeting needed to re-elect the board of advi sors for the years 2013 to 2016 . Marianne Burkard OSB, Donald H . Tritt,
Donald Hilty, Diana Larisgoitia, and Urspeter Schelbert were elected unanimously. A new board needed to be elected for 2013 to 20 l 6. Fred Gillespie
was re-elected as president of the Society, and Rosa Shupbach was re-elected
as Vice President. Fred Jenny was re-elected as vice president in Switzerland .
Ernie Thurston was re-elected as membership secretary, Heinz Bachmann was
re-elected as Treasurer, and Albert Winkler was re-elected as recording secretary. All elections were unanimous.
Ernie Thurston gave the Membership Report . Five new people joined this year,
but 13 had not renewed membership , so there was a net loss of 8 members . Two
new people joined as life members . Two former members died .
Phil Gelzer of Greensboro, North Carolina, suggested from the floor to have
additional copies of the SAHS Review available for purchase . Questions included what the additional copies would cost in printing and postage. Albert
Winkler volunteered to be the person holding extra copies. He would send
copies to anyone who wished to buy them . It was suggested that the Society
talk with the publisher of the Review, Lois Ann Mast, to print an extra 25
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2014
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copies of each Review, to be sent to Book Editor Albert Winkler at Brigham
Young University in Utah for the purpose of sale.
A suggestion was made from the floor that we need to do better outreach to
get new members , and we need to be better at one-on-one contact. We need to
make things more available for young members.
Fred Gillespie read a report from Fred Jenny on membership in Switzerland.
There are less and less funds . He intends to plan another meeting in Switzerland .
The Financial Report was read by Heinz Bachmann . The Society is solvent.
The membership of the Society is going down over time . Today's luncheon
at the Embassy should be free. A question was raised about the rather high
costs (over $1,400) of last year's Annual Meeting in New York. The treasurer
promised to look into the matter and if necessary corrections would be made.
A large outlay of administrative expenditures had been erroneously reported
under "Meeting Costs." The question of a financial audit was raised. No audit
has been made for many years. A professional audit would cost several thousand dollars .
A report on the Swiss American Historical Society Review was made by Dwight
Page. There will be a bibliography of Donald Tritt's holdings at the library of
the Swiss Society of North America in New Glarus, Wisconsin, in the November 2013 issue of the Review. There will be several articles in the February
2013 issue including an article on John Sutter in California, the Swiss role in
the Iranian Hostage Crisis ( 1979-1981), and an article on the "Federal Charter"
(Bundesbrie/) of 1291 by Albert Winkler. The November 2014 issue will be
overseen by Albert Winkler of Brigham Young University, and it will focus
on Henry Wirz who was the commander of the infamous Andersonville prison
during the Civil War. The February and June 2015 issues are open, and Dr.
Page welcomes more material for them .
Albert Winkler gave the report on book publications. He praised the recent
book published by Leo Schelbert and Susann Bosshard-Kalin. Dr. Winkler
stated that the Society will honor the contract that Leo Schelbert made with
Philip Wilson to publish his book on Arnold Guyot. In addition, the Society
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol50/iss1/13
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Tennessee, tentatively scheduled to be published in the summer of 2015. After
the publication of that book, the Society will consider other projects including
Dwight Page's translation of a book about Leo Lesquereux, suggested by Dr.
Donald Tritt.
Fred Gillespie read Brian Wages' Outreach Report. The suggestion to use the
website to make membership payments by Paypal was accepted. This year
Brian Wages contacted 1,100 professors presenting information on the Society. The report included the use of the website. In the last twelve months , the
Society 's website was visited over 1,100 times , and a total of 4,600 pages of
the website were viewed. The largest number of visits came from the United
States, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom.
Professor Robert Sherwood stated that he has contacted graduate and undergraduate schools to inform students of a new prize for scholarship concerning
Swiss and Swiss American History. The winner of this prize will be published
in the Review. He asked what the name of the prize should be, and the name,
"The Leo Schelbert Graduate and Undergraduate Prize" was unanimously
approved by the Meeting . Professor Sherwood stated that he will personally
promote and advertise the prize.
The Gonzenbach prize of $1,000 was approved unanimously. The Paroz Prize
of $1 ,000 and 10 extra copies of the book were approved unanimously as well.
Leo Schelbert said that he had already sent the 10 extra copies. The National
Meeting approved unanimously to grant the above-mentioned $1 ,000 Gonzenbach Prize to Susann Bosshard-Kaelin and the above-mentioned $1,000 Paroz
Prize to her daughter Annina in recognition of the enormous amount of work
they had put into preparation of the recent book, Emigrant Paths: Encounters
with Twentieth Century Swiss Americans.
Ernie Thurston circulated an old Swiss document , and he suggested that it be
sent to the Swiss Center.
Robert Sherwood recommended that members look at the Swiss vital records
online from the nineteenth century. These are available as a download on computers. It is a good place to get into primary sources. It comes from "family
search indexing" online.
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A question about the cost of recent books was raised. Masthof Press sells each
of our books for $25, and the price of shipping is included. Therefore, those
interested in purchasing any of the books in the SAHS Book Series should
contact Lois Ann Mast at Masthof Press in Pennsylvania. The phone number
for Masthof Press is: 610-286-0258. The mailing address for Masthof Press is:
219 Mill Road, Morgantown , PA 19543.
Thereupon , announcements were made from the floor. Erica Gees stated that the
Treaty of Ghent, which ended the War of 1812, was signed in the Octagon Building in Washington . She pointed out that it was the only treaty that has never been
broken. It was signed on February 16, 1815. She invited all the members of the
Society to go to the Octagon House for a free tour after the meeting.
The next annual meeting of the Society will be in Philadelphia on Saturday,
October 11, 2014 in the Friend's Meeting Hall at 4th and Archer Streets. All
members of the SAHS are encouraged to attend this meeting in this historic
and fascinating city. The meeting will be held just a few blocks from the famed
Independence Hall and the world famous Rodin Museum and Philadelphia Museum of Art. In addition, the Friend's Meeting Hall is in the heart of the theatre
and concert district of Philadelphia, and many concert hall s and theatres are
within easy walking di stance of our meeting place . Finally, the President of the
SAHS, Fred Gillespie, who resides in the Philadelphia area, urges us to remind
you that the new Barnes Museum of Impressionist Art in Philadelphia holds
important collections of both European and American paintings.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol50/iss1/13
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B. President's Report
Good Morning and Welcome, everybody, to the 2013 Annual General Membership
Meeting of the Swiss American Historical Society. I thank Ambassador Manuel
Sager for allowing us to meet here today. We are grateful for his hospitality.
There are several items I'd like to talk about. As President I have received various requests for assistance concerning assorted issues. These include:
•

The Chicago's Field Museum is featuring an exhibit on George
de Mestral , the inventor of Velcro. The museum would like a
photograph of him with hi s dog.

•

There is a Gallatin ceremony in New York City to commemorate
his birthday. Could the SAHS help publicize the event?

•

A business group in Austin, Texas, would like somebody to talk
about Switzerland during a luncheon . Does SAHS have a
member who could do this?

I do not want to email the membership every time I receive such a request.
However, I will ask our webmaster to post the request on a "bulletin board"
on our website for a limited time. I hope that this will facilitate people making
connections.
Marianne Burkhard brought me up-to-date on the developments of Leo Schelbert's Festschrift. The existence of this project had been kept under wraps si nce
we feared that if Leo learned about it, he would strenuously object. My response to him would have been this "apology": "Sorry, Leo. You ' re part of
history too, and we need to document it." However, Marianne tells me that it
became necessary to inform Leo of the project, and he actually did not object.
So far there are about fifteen contributors. The book will touch on his teaching ,
university service, and of course hi s involvement with the SAHS, especially
the Review and book series. After the editor, Wendy Everham, has the entire
text, bids for publication will be sought. We anticipate a 2014 publication date.
Since we do not wish to unduly burden SAHS with this book , I contributed
$100.00 to SAHS in the event that other funds could not be raised. I encourage
others to join me.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2014

7

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 50 [2014], No. 1, Art. 13

92

February 2014 SAHS Review

In July, I travelled to Switzerland with my wife and daughter. I attended the
annual social event in Bern, sponsored by the SAHS, Switzerland . We had a
guided tour of the Federal Capitol and lunch by the famed bear pit. During the
tour I asked our docent if the Swiss used the filibuster as it is used in the USA .
She replied that it exists in theory but is not actually used . Another member of
our group then explained that this was the difference between the USA and Switzerland. In Switzerland what matters is getting things to work . In the USA what
matters is who wins! The entire day was splendidly organized by Fred Jenny.
In September I visited the Embassy of Switzerland for the Soiree Suisse . The
Tell Award was given to Bertrand Piccard and Andre Borschberg "for their
brilliant achievements as the founders of Solar Impulse, fearless visionaries
in the field of innovation and outstanding ambassadors of Switzerland and its
pioneering spirit." They were able to fly across the USA by only using solar
energy. They plan to circumnavigate the globe in 2015 .
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C. Elections, Nominating Committee Report
by Rosa Schupbach, Chairperson, Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee is made up of the following:
Heinz Bachmann
Leo Schelbert
And myself as Chairperson
Today we need to elect not only a new Class of 2013-2016 of the Board of
Advisors but also a new Board for our Society which according to the ByLaws has to be elected every three years. The last Board election took place
in 2010 .
Let's proceed first with the Board of Advisors. I am happy to report that all the
members of the class of20I0-2013 have agreed to be nominated again.
Therefore, I propose that the following be re-elected for the class of 2013-2016.
When your names are called, could you stand up . I believe with the exception
of Marianne Burkhard , who lives in Illinois, and Urspeter Schelbert, who lives
in Switzerland, all are here:
Marianne Burkhard
Donald Hilty
Diana Larisgoitia
Urspeter Schelbert
Donald Tritt
Are there any nominations from the floor? If not, the nominations are closed.
I move that all those nominations be elected. Seconded? All those in favor say
aye, any opposed? Therefore, the class of 2013-2016 is duly elected.
We shall now proceed to elect a new Board for the period 2013-2016 . Everybody on the present Board agreed to serve again, so the slate reads as follow s:
Fred Gillespie, President
Rosa Schupbach, Vice-President for the US
Fred Jenny, Vice President for Switzerland
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Heinz Bachmann , Treasurer
Albert Winkler, Recording Secretary
Ernie Thurston, Membership Secretary

Are there any nominations from the floor? If not , the nominations are closed. I
move that all those nominated be elected. Seconded? All those in favor say aye,
any opposed? Therefore, the Board for the period 2013-2016 is duly elected.
I have here the names of the other two Classes of the Board of Advisors, namely
the Class of 2011-2014 and the Class of 2012-2015 which as a matter of record
will be published in the Minutes of this Meeting in the February 2014 Review.
I think there is no need to read them unless you would like me to read them:
Class of 2011-2014:

Randall Gafner
Karl Niederer
Franz Portmann
Elisabeth Reimann
Paula Sherman

Class of 2012-2015:

Susan Keller
H . Dwight Page
Kenneth Schelbert
David Sutton
Franz von Arx

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol50/iss1/13
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D. Membership Report
by Ernie Thurston, Membership Secretary of the SAHS
To:
From:

Members of the Swiss American Historical Society
Ernie Thurston, Membership Secretary

Subject: Annual Membership Report
Date:

September 30, 2013

IN BRIEF: We have 235 current members, a 3% decrease from the 243
reported last year at this time . We welcome two new LIFE members this year,
Stephen T. Koella of Rockford , Tennessee, and Robert A . Elmer of Sun Prairie,
Wisconsin . We are grateful to our life member Max Gonzenbach for a grant of
$1 ,000 received just this week from the Gonzenbach Family Fund .

CURRENT MEMBERS BY TYPE AND COUNTRY
Membership Type

U.S JCanada

Switzerland/Other

Total

Regular ($50/yr.)
Student ($25/yr.)

107
2

24
0
7

131
2
20

Institution ($75/yr.)
Life Members
Complimentary

13
44

7

51

----26

~

_11

192

43

235

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES, 10/01/2012 TO 09/30/2013
Members as of I0/0l/2012
Plus: New Members Enrolled
Plus: Former Members (not "Current" last year)
who have Rejoined
Less: Dropped by Request or Decease
Less: Dropped for Non-Payment of Dues
Current Members, 9/30/2013
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BREAKDOWN OF CURRENT MEMBERSHIP
BY COUNTRY AND STATE:

CA
CT
DC
DE
FL
GA
HI
IA
IL
IN
KS
KY
LA
MA
MD
MI
MN
MO
MS
MT
NC
NH

13
2
5

3
3
3
1
2
18
2
1

4
4
7
2
4

4

NJ
NV
NY
OH
OR
PA
RI
SC
SD
TN
TX
UT
VA
VT
WA
WI
WV
BC,CANADA
ONT,CANADA
QB , CANADA
MALTA
SWITZERLAND

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol50/iss1/13
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3
5
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2
2
15

2

2
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E. Treasurer's Report
by Heinz Bachmann, Treasurer of the SAHS
1.

Consolidated Summary Accounts
U.S. Chapter

Income
Annual Dues
Donations incl.
life memberships
Book Sales
Events
Interest
Capital Appreciation
Total Income

$7,268
$1,000

Swiss Chapter

$ 2,706

150

$9,974
1,000

761
9

150
761
9
7,348

$ 3,476

$ 19 ,242

86

$ 1,520

684

1,024

--1..14.8_

$ 15 ,766

Total

Expenses
Meetings/Events
Donations
Administration/
Postage/Fees
SAHS Review
Publications (books)
Total Expenditures

7,935

7,935

3,100
$ 12,809

___3_J_QQ
$

770

$13,579

Net Result

$ 2,957

$ 2,706

$ 5,663

$ 1,434

$

340

Balances
Opening Balance, October 1, 2012
Opening Balance, September 30, 2013

$87,400

Net Result

$ 5,663

$93,063

I) 0.92 SFr per$
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2.

Balance Sheets ($)

United States
CLOSING BALANCE (as of September 30, 2013)
Checking, First Bank & Trust of Evanston, Illinois
Savings , Vanguard STAR Fund
Recent Expenditures Awaiting Payment
Total Assets

$ 19 ,434 .90
$62 ,038 .29
- 135 .33
$81,337.86

OPENING BALANCE (as of October I, 2012)

$78,381.36

+ 2,956.50

Net Change During FY 2012/2013

Switzerland

by Fred Jenny, Vice President, Switzerland
PostFinance, Vereinskonto

SFr.
$11,725.10

10 ,787 .10

$ 9,019.46

8,297 .90

Net Change During FY 2012/2013

+ 2,705.65

+ 2,489.20

Overall Net Change
During FY 2012/2013

+ 5,662 .15

Closing Balance
(as of September 30, 2013)
Opening Balance
(as of October 1, 2012)

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol50/iss1/13
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F. Report on SAHS-Switzerland
by Fred Jenny, Vice President (Switzerland)
Dear Members of the Swiss American Historical Society:
I would have preferred to present my annual report directly to you also this
time, but it is unfortunately not possi ble.
I mu st repeat what I stated already last time. In general, the Swiss Chapter is
still doing relatively well. However, we suffer from the same reality in Switzerland as you do in the U.S.A. Membership is diminishing , and new members are
difficult to enroll. Young Swiss are no longer interested in membership .
On July 24, I organized again an Annual Social event of the Swiss Chapter
in the Swiss Capital Bern. After the usual ups and downs and delays, the attendance amounted to eleven persons: three Americans - including President
Gillespie-and eight Swiss. Not all of them were members of the SAHS . Compared to last year 's very nice event, we enjoyed the shade on the terrace of the
Restaurant ' Brasserie ' -next to the bear pit - where we had an excellent lunch .
In spite of the only few SAHS members participating, I shall try to organize
again a similar event somewhere in Switzerland next year.
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G. Editor's Report, SAHS Review
by Prof. Dwight Page

The rich variety and excellence of the contributions to the present February
2014 issue of the SAHS Review herald a veritable annus mirabilis of publications for the Swiss American Historical Society. In the upcoming November
2014 issue, and in commemoration of the sesquicentennial of the Civil War
and the invasion of Georgia , Dr. Albert Winkler will create a major article
dealing with the life of the Swiss American Confederate officer Henry Wirz ,
the commander of the Andersonville prison in Georgia. In that same issue we
shall showcase the first of our student essays on Swiss and Swiss American
history. This new project is being directed by Dr. Robert Sherwood, Professor
of History at Georgia Military College and also our Editor of Book Reviews .
This will be followed in the summer of 2015 by my own epic study of the history of the Swiss in Tennessee, details of which are provided in the report on
our book series below.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol50/iss1/13
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H. Book Editor's Report
by Prof. Albert Winkler
I wish to begin this report by praising our recent book published by Dr. Leo
Schelbert and Susann Bosshard-Kiilin , entitled, Emigrant Paths: Encounters
with Twentieth Century Swiss Americans . Additional copies of the book are
available for purchase from Masthof Press . In addition , we have decided to
honor the contract that Leo Schelbert made with Philip Wilson to publish his
book on Arnold Guyot. Finally, the Society has entered a contract with Professor Dwight Page to publish his epic book on the history of the Swiss in
Tennessee, which should appear during the summer of 2015. After the publication of that book, the Society will consider other projects including Dwight
Page's French/English translation of a book about Leo Lesquereux, a project
being directed by Dr. Donald Tritt.
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I. Publicity Report
by Brian Wages

I hereby present the annual report on public relations and outreach on behalf of
the Swiss American Historical Society. Concerning the Society Website, I wish
to report that regular changes to the page have resulted in better communication with members and others interested in the Society. Since October 2012 ,
there have been nearly 4,600 page views by over 1,100 visitors . The most common user is from the United States, with the second most common being from
Switzerland, and the third most common being from the United Kingdom.
Since the last annual meeting in 2012 , individualized email invitations were
extended to nearly 1,100 university and college history instructors , at an
average of five to ten per business day. This effort will continue through the
remainder of this year into 2014 .
Following an extensive rework of the Wikipedia entry for the Society, it was
regularly edited throughout the year in order to preserve its focus . As appropriate , related material was updated on the "Swiss American" page of Wikipedia .
At this time I would like to make two proposals: First, I would like to propose that we provide a way to pay annual dues online via the Society website.
Secondly, I would like to propose that we contact former Society members and
extend a personal invitation to rejoin the Society.
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- SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT THE LEO SCHELBERT PRIZE
IN SWISS/SWISS-AMERICAN HISTORY

The Swiss American Historical Society (SAHS) would like to announce a call
for papers for the Leo Schelbert Prize in Swiss/Swiss American History. Each
calendar year, the Swiss American Historical Society will award a prize to the
best paper in one of two levels- Undergraduate, and Graduate. The topic for
the paper is open as long as it fits into the larger mission of the SAHS, that being to increase the understanding of Swiss and Swiss-American History.
General Outlines for Submission:
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The length should be as follows :
a. Undergraduate - 10-20 pages
b. Graduate - 15-25 pages
All submissions need to be properly formatted and cited using either
MLA or Chicago Manual Style.
Papers without citations will not be accepted for review.
Papers may not have been previously published.
Papers must be submitted by June 1, 2014 , for consideration for the
awards.
Submission must be in either Microsoft Word or PDF format.
Submissions must be in English .
Award recipients will be recognized at the annual Swiss American
Historical Society Meeting as well as have their papers published in a
future edition of the Swiss American Historical Society Review.

We welcome all participants . Please direct questions and submission to:
Robert Sherwood at rsherwoo @gmc.cc .ga.us
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